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New army chief set to keep up 
multi-domain capability drive 
IHASWAR KUMAR 
NPwOeh,14)utw 

ChietottheArmyStalT-deslgnatelleuten­
ant General Dhiraj Seth. set to takecha!ge 
on June 10. is expected to maintain the 
mo~nlwn bthind the army's capability 
development and modemJsatlon efforts. 
having played a role In fonnulaUng the 
rorce·s long-tenn road map for both. 

1bc Centre on Saturday named Lieu· 
tenantGeneralseth. the current vice chief 
of the army staft"(VCoAS), as the next chief 
oftheannystaft"(CoAS). 

Hewillwurncoffl.celnlheaft:emoon 
of June 30, 2026. when the Incumbent. 
General Upendra Dwivedl, retires. 
Lieutenant General Seth has served as 
VCOAS since April I, 2026. 

Ueuteoant General Seth's appoint· 
~t as CoAS comes JU5t over a year after 
Operation Sin door, the May NO confHct 
with Pakistan that witnessed the army 
employ guided anillery and unmanned 
systems, aided by artilldaJ lnte!lijjence (AI) 
tools. aplns< both terrorist lnfrastrucrure 
andregularPaldstanlmllita,ytaJgetS. The 
conlllct also brought large-scale "lclnetic, 
non-c:ontaawarfare•-cmtredont.heusc 
of mlssUes. drones and long-range preci­
sion weapons toen,gaaetargetS from a dis• 
tance-and •oogn1tlvewarfa.re" -the use 
oflnformatlonandlnfluencetoshape,dls· 
rup( or degrade an adversary's decislon­
making- tothesubcontinenL 

Ueutenant General Dushyant Slngh 
(retired), director-general of the centre for 
Land Warfare Srudles. ldentlfied accelerat -
Ing the country's defence tranSfonnatlon 
as a key objective for Ueutenant General 
Se<h as CoAS. 

"As the lndlan Army enters a decisive 
phase of ltsmodernlsatlon journey, Ueu• 
tenant General 5eth takes over from Gen· 
eraJ Dwtvedi, who has set an impressive 
pace In drMng far-reachJng refonns. A 
key architect of tlus ongoing transf onna• 
tJon, Ueutenant General Seth brfnp 
proven leade~hlp to steer the army 

ChJef of the Army Staff-deslgnate 
Ueucenant General Ohlraj Seth will 
assume office In the &fie moon of 
Junel0.2026 

towards a future deftned by seamJess 
)ointness, Atmanlrbharta (self-rellance) 
ln equJpment and capabilltJes, and lnno­
YU!on," he said. 

Announcing his appointment, an 
official release said Ueutenant General 
seth's nearly four-decade career had 
spanned the "operational, strategic, capa• 
bllity development and Institutional 
domalns", and that he had contributed 
·s.1gn.mcanuy· to enhancing the army's 
combat effectiveness and funhering Its 
long•tenn transformation. 

UeutenantGeneralseth':.lnvolYement 
in the anny·:.capabilitydevelopment and 
modernisation efforts i5 evtdent from the 
key app:,intments he has held In theStra· 
tqpc Plannln& and CapabUlty Develop­
ment Directorates. Including Colonel 
Capability Development for Mechanised 
Forces, Brigadier ~ Plans and 
Acquisition. ant!Addltlonal Director Gen-

eml Capability Development. He has also 
played a rote In shaping the Army's Long 
Term Pei<pealve Plan (LTPP) and mod 
mlisatlon road map. 

The servtce-specUlc LTPPs are inte­
grated Into the Long Tenn Integrated Per· 
sp<ctJve Plan. which spans 15 year> and b 
dMtled intothreelM-)'Ollr5ervicesCapltal 
AcqulsltJon Plan>. allo known as Defence 
Plans. TileSe set out the- equipment to be 
acquired by the Services to,_ thelroper· 
atlonal requirements. taking Into aocount 
resourreavallabUity. 

The Defence Plans ar. further broken 
down into two-year roll-on Annual 
Acqulshlon Plans. 

Ueutenant General Singh (retired) 
said Ileutenant General Seth's vision 
centredonbuUdingaworld•clas:.,batt.le­
ready force capable of dominating the 
multl·domalnbattlespace. •Al thecoreof 
his agenda ls human resource pre-pared• 
ness-ensuringourofficersand50JdJers 
are equipped, trained and empcr,,,.ered to 
tackle both current and emerging 
defence and security challenges with 
agility and resilience." 

Multl•domaln operations Involve the 
Integrated empk>yment of capabWtJes 
across the land, air, marlUme, 
cyber, space, electromagnetic, Infor­
mation and cognitive dimensions to 
achieve military objectives. 

Lieutenant General SCth's appoint­
ment as CoAS comes months at'ttr the 
government approved the army's long­
pendln& proposal to raise Integrated 
battle groups (IBGs). one or more than 
tllree dozen organbatlonaJ reforms 
cleared over the IS months leading up to 
January 2026. 

He has previously served as General 
Officer COmmandlng·ln·Chlef of the 
South Western command and Southern 
Cornmand,gainingtheraredistJnctionof 
oommandingtwooperationaloommands 
aJongtheWesternFrom. 
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Six strategic breakthroughs place 
India among elite missile powers 

AD-U interceptor missile 
takes off from the 
Integrated Test Jtange off 
theOdlshacoastonJuneu 

PHOT0. 01100 

WTVENS' LANO l\JS~I F 

HlMANT KUMM ltOUT 
~ .. ~11-'W 

1ndla has consolidated Its pool· 
lion as a major mJlitary power 
In Sooth anti SoulMl!II Asia by 
no<chlng up six lcey mllestones 
in a month that make It one of 
the few countries capable of 
building both advanced offen­
sive deterrence and sophisti­
cated defensive ml9sOe shields. 

The latest achleYemeru 
came over the weekend when 
the Defence Ralean:h and 
Desdopment Cl!pnlsallon 
(DRDO)successfullyconducted 
threeconsecutMO flight """'cl 
1"0worid-dMlincx1-gmeration 
lnterc,ptor mlslles and the 
ma1den trlal of the Naval Anti­
Ship Mi>slle-Medlum Ranp, 
(NASM-MR)tlomthelntepted 
,... Ranp,oll'theOdbhaooast. 

Defence sources sa.Jd the 
twin tests of Interceptors <AD· I 
and AO·ll) and the antl-shtp 
misslle demonstrated a multJ· 
layer"1 Ballistic Misslle 

Defence (DMD) shield and 
India':. abUlty to neutralise 
long-range threats, Including 
Intercontinental ba.lUstlc mis· 
sue. while ~lmultaneoUSly 
enltan<tng maritime Slriko 
capabilities. the Interceptors 
succesr.fu.Hy ena,a&ed their 
respealvelafll'lS. Thtsyst:ems 
have been dcslgn<dand de'1:1-
oped with the latest techno· 
logleo toaddnss the emerging 
missile threats." the Ministry of 
Defence said Ina satement. 

Defence minister Rajnath 
Singh hailed the achleYement, 
stating that the success has put 
India in elite group or nations 
havlngbolllstlcmbllledefence 
capabilities to engage missiles 
uptoIC&\\s. ·1besetestshave 
successfully demonstrated 
multiple crucial technok>gles 
bolstering nations defence 
capabilities against different 
cypesof enemy threats,. he said 
onsodal medla plat!onnx. 

Describln& how a BMD 
system functions. the sowces 

cltedabovesaldlaf1l<ISarefir,t 
tracked by rada~. which con· 
tlnuou.ly monltorthetr~ 
altitude and trajectory before 
J>8S5ing command::; to launch 
the interctptol"I. Intercept.Ion 
b.executed lnoneoftwoways • 
the interceptors either use 'hit• 
to-kill' kinetic energy to physJ· 
cally crash Into the threat or 
detonate the target to destroy 
or disable it before Impact. 

Launched ln 1999, a year 
aft:er Pakistan oonducted Its 
nuclear test, India's DMD pro-­
gramme has evolved steadlly 
over the last two decades. The 
DRDOhaslnltlaledl'ha&e-illof 
the programme code named 
AD-AH and AD-AM following 
successful completion of the 
fir,ttwophases. Thtupcomlng 
lmerceptOrswillcountercru.15e 
mJsslles, hypersonJc glide 
vehicles and mlsslles that 
carry multiple Independent 
nuclear warheads. 
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Jaipur Polo Ground: What the 
takeover means and what comes next 

Thecenualpemment·s 
takeover oft.he LS-20-acre 
JalpurPoloGround has 
brought into focus a broader 
5et of disputes lnvolvtngsome 
oU.utyens Delhi's longstand­
ing clubland associations. 
with the Delhi Gymkhana 
Club and Race COurse Club 
faclng,lmllar action. 

Officials of the Land & 
Development Offlce(L&DO) 
under the Union Housing and 
Urban AfTaJr1 Ministry took 
ph)'ical poosesslonof the 
Race Course area property on 
Saturday, acting on aMay:zo 
eviction order that said the 
land was required for a "larger 
publicpwpose". Theorder. 
however.did not spedfyhow 
the land would be used. 

The Jaipur Polo Ground 
ls the nrst among the three 
propenles where the Centre 
has completed t.he process 
oftakJngposses5,lon, 
making It a closely watched 
case as related lltiaatlon 
continue:. elsewhere. 

Lep.lbattleootover 
The Indian Polo Association 
(IPA), which challenged the 
eviction order. has tenned the 
action "wrongful, arbitrary 

JalpurPoloGroundlsllr,tan>:>q1thethreepropenies.theothers 
beiqiDelhlGymkhanaOubandRat:eCOurseOub, wberethe 
C<mrehasoompletetltheprocessof~~ 

and contrary to law" and sak1 
h will pursue legal remedies. 
•As the matter Is sub judlce 
and ongoing. the Association 
doesnotproposetocomment 
furtherat this stage," IPA 
counsel Major (Retd) Nlrvikar 
Slfl&h further said. 

The Delhi High Court had 
earlier asked a dlstrlct coun 
to hear the association's plea 
seeking a stay on the eviction 
notice.After the district court 
declined interim reUcf, the 
Centre proceeded to take pos· 

session of the ground. 
While the land Is now 

under government control, 
the legal challenge Itself 
remains pending. 

Put ora wser l&Dd row 
The L&DO has also Issued 
evtctlonorders to the Delhi 
Gymkhana Ouband Race 
Course Club. saying the prem· 
lses are required for a larger 
pubLic purpose. 

lntheGymkhanaC!ub 
case, the Delhi High COurt on 

May26hadtakennoteofthe 
centralgovemmem·ssub­
misslon that It would not talce 
fordblepo6Se5Sionofthe 
oolonial-era dub by Junes 
whlleproceedlngsarepend· 
Ing. Thecourtalsodecllnedto 
Interfere with the,ovem· 
ment's decision to terminate 
the club's perpetual ieMeof 
the 27.3-acre plot, wtth the 
matter listed for furtherhea.r-
1.nglaterthls }-ear. 

In the RaceCOuneClub 
maner, the Delhi High Court 
last month set aside an order 
tha1 had stayed a showtause 
notice llnlc,d to the propooed 
eviction of the club from Its 
84-acre premises. 

Whathappe:mne.xtT 
TheJa.ipur Polo Ground 
takeover~hows that the 
Centre Is mOVlng beyond 
notices and court ft lings to 
actuaJ possession In at least 
one case. 

The eviction order 
referred to a •1arger public 
pul"p()le" without elabora­
Ung on the government's 
pta~. That question 15 likely 
to galngreater prominence 
as proceedings lnvoMng 
other Lutyens' Delhi proper­
ties move through the couru. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE Is hereby given that my client Mia. Mohan Ufespaces LLP, having 
Its office at - Mohan Corporate Office, Ground FIOOf', Mohan Skyvllle, Opp 
Mohan Altezu, Gandhare, Kalyen (W) Dist. Thane Is the Owner of and wen 
and aufflciently aelzed and posaeased or all thoae pieces and parcels of land 
tying, being and situate at village Pa~. Tatuka Ambamath, District Thane, 
within the tlmlt:e of the Ambamath Munlcloal Council bearlna 

Gut NoJHlssa No. Area (sq. mts) 
21/1F 4440 

22/10/F 4800 

22/11/A/1 8100 
22111/A/2 2600 
22/11/A/3 18000 
22/11/B 4000 

22/12 13800 
Total ➔ .. ..., 

My client Mis. Mohan Lifespaces LLP 1s desirous of subm,tttng the bu1ldlng 
proposal for sanction and approval on the said property and have Instructed 
me to investigate, scrutinize and verify the ttlle to the said property and to 
ascertain the clear and mar1ceta~e title thereto. 
Any person having or clafmlng any right. llUe, estate or Interest by way of 
sale, mortgage. transfer, lease, tenancy, exchange. gift, devise, bequest, 
trust. share, Inheritance, possession. charge, lien or otherwise howsoever 
under any agreements or arrangements Into or upon the .said lands or any 
part thereof are hereby required to give notice thereof and file their objections 
If any In wrfllng with documentary proof (copies duly certified) to the 
undersigned at the address mentioned herein below within fifteen days from 
the date of publlcaUon hereof, after 'Mllch period any such claims shall be 
dis-regarded and such ctalms if any shall be considered as waived and my 
dlent& wllt proceed with the development activities on the said property 
105. Vlkas Heights, Rambaug, 
Santoshlmal8 Road, Kalyan (W), 
District Thane 421 301 
Date : 14.06.2026 

sd/­
Shallendra D. Jallawar 

Advocate 
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